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With grant deadlines extended, renovations continued after a snowy winter in 2014.  
Lighthouse Exterior 

The exterior shingles were finished around the windows and a couple of primer 
coats applied. The windows were adjusted to fit.  The exterior of the lant ern was 
prepped and painted.  The paint stood up fairly well but touch-ups will be required. A 
stone wall was built on either side of the bell house foyer under the wall spans to link 
the lighthouse stone foundation with the concrete foundation of the bell house 
Lighthouse & Bell house Interiors  

Repairs were completed to the damaged drywall in the control room. The floors on 
the second and third floor were scraped to the original oiled wood except for the 
painted “runner” on each of those floors.  The wood sections were sanded and will be 
finished with double boiled linseed oil and 
topped with floor wax.  The motivation to 
expose these floors came from the paint in 
some sections because of leaks.  The first 
floor was not scraped but painted and the 
painted “runner” was returned.  The “runner’ 
is a deep reddish colour that was discovered 
under paint over some of the beams.  It 
unifies the walking area from the front (and 
back) entrances of the lighthouse to the 
lantern room.  The hand rail was scraped on 
all three floors.  The newel posts and rails 
were stained with a reddish stain and the 
hand rail sanded and finished with shellac, 
leaving it a lighter colour.  The interior paint 
for the lighthouse was determined by 
scraping off layers of paint.  The walls and 
ceilings were prepped, with all water 
damage repaired and patched, and the three 
window walls finished. The interior of the 
lantern has been scraped and the floor will 
be waterproofed but the adhesive material 
could not be applied in cold conditions, nor 
with the continuing leaks.  A salvaged period 
door was refurbished and fitted in the 
doorway in the enclosed foyer between the 
bell house and lighthouse.  Only a storm 
door was installed at that location.  Glass 
inserts were installed in the door to give 
added light to that area when the storm door 
is open. The foyer between the bell house 
and lighthouse was finished with tongue and 
groove pine and primed and painted white. 
The concrete floors in the control room and 
bell house were painted grey. The pane of 
glass in the lower level of the window in the 
bell house facing the foyer was replaced.  
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Special points of interest: 

• Help us Save Our 
Swallowtail.  Donations, 
volunteering, in kind are all 
appreciated. 

• Want to be on our organizing 
committee?  Have a great idea?  
Old photographs? Information 
about the former lightkeepers and 
their family life at Swallowtail? Let 
us know. 

• Facebook Page: SwallowTail 
Lighthouse or join our group 
Save Our Swallowtail 

• Check out our blog: 
swallowtailkeepers.blogspot.ca  

• We have a new website: www.
SwallowtailLighthouse.com 

• Weather station: www.
weatherlink.com/user/swallowtail 

L I G H T H O U S E  N E W S  

Swallowtail Keepers Society 

50 Lighthouse Road, Grand Manan, 
NB Canada E5G 2A2  

Phone: 506-662-8316 (Laurie 
Murison)                   SKS   Email:  
swallowtail.lighthouse@gmail.com  

Remembering our Lightkeeping 
Traditions 

 

WEB CAMS: Four views are available on the www.villageofGrandManan.com  

US LIGHTHOUSE SOCIETY VISIT AND 
PASSPORT PROGRAM.  Remember 
to get your lighthouse passport 
stamped at our Welcome Centre. 
You can find 
more 
information 
about this on the 
US Lighthouse 
Society website, 
www.uslhs.org. 

Finishing Finishing 
lighthouse lighthouse 

windowswindows  

Constructing Constructing 
stone stone 
foundation foundation 
for bell for bell 
house foyerhouse foyer  

Repairs to the interior of the Repairs to the interior of the 
lighthouselighthouse   



During the winter, fourteen panels were researched and designed for the 
interior of the lighthouse using funding from the Department of Tourism, 
Heritage and Culture under their Exhibit Renewal grant.  The panels will be 
displayed on the three floors of the lighthouse and in the bell house, describing 
various aspects of lighthouses, their importance and living and working at 
them.  A small collection of artefacts will also be included.  This should 
enhance the visit to the lighthouse immensely.  All the material has been 
translated into French. These will be installed in the late spring/early summer. 
A number of short activities for children were also developed.   

An outdoor panel describing the need for a boardwalk at lighthouses where 
the keepers dwelling was detached from the lighthouse was also developed.  
We have many of exciting plans for the interior displays for the future. 

A brochure was developed and printed to help advertise the new museum 
and the other activities that are possible.  

 
 
 

KEEPERS HOUSE. 
In 2014 we did not have anyone staying at the keepers house because of the 
construction/renovation work but 2015 looks like a busy summer with students, 
a field course and the ham radio weekend.  We are accepting applications for 
volunteer keepers for 2016 who can stay for part or all of the summer.  

Page  2 Summer  2015  

 

New door/window New door/window 
combination in keepers combination in keepers 

dwellingdwelling  

The glass had been replaced with plywood, presumably when the electric toilet 
was installed or perhaps for some other reason.  This will also add more light to 
filter through to the lighthouse.   
Keepers House and Out Buildings  

Two sets of wooden door/window combinations were custom made to fit the 
openings where sliding patio doors were installed in the keepers house when it 
was a bed and breakfast (replacing a previous set of double windows).  The 
patio doors were in poor shape and the new sets will be in better keeping with 
the original design and look but still allow access to the large deck. These have 
been primed, painted and installed.  The paint to repaint the keepers house and 
boat house was donated and will hopefully last longer than the paint used 
previously, once the buildings are scraped and primed. That work will be done 
this summer (or fall) and will be funded by the proceeds from the Rotary Win 
Win Lottery.  
Exterior Construction 

The nearly 400’ wooden boardwalk and bridge were constructed in July, 
joining the keepers house with the lighthouse and wrapping around the 
lighthouse to the entrance to the bell house, a feature that had been part of the 
light station for approximately 120 years, prior to the mid-1970s, that insured the 
light keepers could get back and forth safely, in all weather and at night to 
service the light and fog bell.  A cart that could be towed behind the ATV had to 
be constructed to help transport the lumber from the top of the hill, where it could 
be dropped off from the delivery vehicle, to the construction site, down the set of 
stairs and along 1000’ of gravel path. The boardwalk was built of heavy timbers 
and anchored in place to prevent wind damage.  An additional deck was built on 
the site of the old keepers house to commemorate one of the light keepers who 
died trying to light the lamp in the lantern, and provides a place for additional 
commemorative plaques.  It is modeled after the top of the lighthouse and will 
incorporate some of the old railings from the top of the lighthouse that were 
discovered on the rocks below the lighthouse, where they were left after the new 
lantern was installed.  A set of stairs, where a set had previously existed 
(allowing the keepers access to the boathouse from the original keepers house) 
now ties the keepers house/boathouse to the commemorative deck and 
increases safety from a previous narrow path that was close to the cliff edge. A 
doorstep for the boathouse were constructed.     

Scraped and sanded 
wooden floor in the 

lighthosue 

Installation of additional Installation of additional 
safety railssafety rails  

Painted walls on the third floor Painted walls on the third floor 
of the lighthouse of the lighthouse   

Painted floor “runner” and Painted floor “runner” and 
stairsstairs  
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HUG OUR LIGHTHOUSE and LIGHTHOUSE TOURS: Our annual flag raising 
and bell ringing on July 7th, the anniversary of the first lighting of Swallow Tail, 
was augmented by the first open house at the lighthouse.  Free tours were 
offered from 2 until 4 pm  Guided tours continued throughout the summer from 10 
am to 6 pm and were well received. Money raised from the tours helped with the 
restoration work. The easiest is to stop in to the Welcome Centre to pre-pay. We 
are suggesting $5.00 per person. Donations are also accepted at the lighthouse. 
We also held our annual lobster roll supper, another great success with many 
musical performers, despite Hurricane Arthur that day which had cut power for 
several hours when trees landed on power lines.    
 

WELCOME CENTRE & GIFT SHOP: The provincial SEED program, the federal 
Summer Placement program and Young Canada Works funded a total of 24 
weeks in 2014 (students: Annie Gagné, Jesse Gagné, Courtney Zwicker, and 
Harley Cary). Haven Greenlaw worked four weeks in September as part of her 
Eastern College placement requirement to finish her degree. Volunteers worked 
in the fall including Linda L’Aventure, Carol Green, Ken Ingersoll, Laurie Murison. 
From June 23 to September 25 over 8,700 people visited (with 10 days not open 

during that time). July and August during business hours (10 am—6 pm), the number was 7,400 up 1,300 from the 
comparable period the year before (with two days missing).  Many new items, some custom designed for us were 
offered for sale in our gift shop. We were able to accept credit cards and debit in 2014.   
 

WEDDINGS. Two weddings took place on the peninsula in the summer of 2014, one on the helicopter pad and the 
other on the new commemorative deck. 
 

INTERNATIONAL LIGHTHOUSE & LIGHTSHIP WEEKEND (third weekend of August). Sterling Carpenter, Art Gunn 
and Rick MacMillan set up their ham radios in the keepers house to talk with other lighthouses around the world.  
 

INCREDIBLE SNOW STORM No. 3.  Ice again covered sides of the buildings including the lighthouse in one 
particularly vicious winter storm in late January which was the beginning of a series of storms and accumulation of 
snow. Power was again interrupted when the power supply was ripped off the lighthouse.  The flag pole was snapped 
off at the same time.  It took a few days to complete the repairs and get power back.  A larger fuse was installed for the 
transformer which helped during subsequent storms and kept the power on. We were surprised to see the power line 
on the ground by the keepers house in April after the ties holding it to the pole let go.  Fortunately that was an easier 
fix, but of concern because the line was live lying on the ground.  
 

FLAG POLES.  A former boat mast was donated and converted into a flag pole.  It is located beside the Welcome 
Centre and has three halyards for flags.  The flag pole that snapped off during the January nor’easter was fixed and put 
back on the boardwalk.  
 

WEATHER STATION.  A Davis Instrument weather station was installed on the lighthouse and public access was 
made available at www.weatherlink.com/user/swallowtail.  The site was well used during the winter storms. A high gust 
of 83 knots (154 km/hour) was recorded—we always knew the wind was stronger on the peninsula. 
 

WEATHERVANE. A weathervane made by the last light keeper, the late Grimmer Ingersoll was donated and is now 
mounted on the boat house.  A wonderful addition to the site. 
 

WILDLIFE TRACKING ANTENNAE.  A Motus Wildlife Tracking antenna array was installed in May 2015 by the 
Welcome Centre as part of a network of antennae which will be monitoring wildlife equipped with radio transmitters.  
You will also find them at Long Eddy Point, Southwest Head, White Head, Machias Seal and Kent Islands. 
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End of the boardwalk and End of the boardwalk and 
new door for bell housenew door for bell house   

Interior of bell house  

Interior of bell houseInterior of bell house   

New boardwalk and commemorative deckNew boardwalk and commemorative deck  



Swallowtail Keepers 
Society is a registered 
non-profit dedicated to the 
protection and restoration 
of the Swallowtail light 
station and subsequent 
development of public 
education and promotion of 
the site.  We appreciate 
any donation (monetary or 
in kind) or volunteer labour.  
All monetary donations and 
in kind donation of 
materials can be tax 
receipted for Canadian 
income tax purposes.  Fill 
out the enclosed form and 
send it back to us or 
donate online through 
Canada Helps (www.
canadahelps.org). 

D o n a t i o n s,  J u n e  2 0 1 4 - M a y  2 0 1 5 :                      

Whidden and Moira Cowie, Trenton, ON 
Ronald & Pamela B Cronk, Grand 

Manan, NB  
James & Patricia Cruickshank, 

Needham, MA 
Carolyn Dalzell, Moncton, NB  
Ann Deveau, Fredericton, NB  
Joel Frantzman, Sullivan, ME 
Frances Hunt, Elizabethtown, ON 
Artje Ingalls, Grand Manan, NB  
Barbara & Eugene Ingersoll, Grand 

Manan, NB  
Pat Ingersoll-Gosselin, Wellington, ON 
Daniel & Melissa Kobylak, Waldheim, 

SK 
Marion E. Leaman, Fredericton, NB  
Richard MacMillan, St. Stephen, NB  
Kathy McCavour Sessamen, Saint John, 

NB 

Dr. Shirley Alcoe, Fredericton, NB  
Paul F. Bakke & Carol J. Green, 

Wilmington, NC 
James Bates, Grand Manan, NB  
Louise Bennet, Holden, ME 
Karen & Gene Brewer, Northfield, 

VT 
Roger Burrows, White Head, NB  
Donald & Betty Campbell, 

Cornwall, PE 
Sterling Carpenter, New Maryland, 

NB 
Kirk Cheney, Grand Manan, NB  
Ann Chudleigh, Grand Manan, NB 
Courtney Clinch, Grand Manan, 

NB 
Ed & Randi Corey, New Maryland, 

NB 
Patricia Cove, Mallorytown, ON 

Eleanor McSheffrey, Ottawa, ON 
Cathy Merriman, Halifax, NS  
Dr. Ieva Neimanis, Hamilton, ON 
Shelley O'Connor, Palmyra, VA 
Christopher Pearce, Nanaimo, BC 
Norma Neves, Grand Manan, NB 
Christina & Nevin Reid, Oromocto, NB  
Deborah Savedoff, Grand Manan, NB 
Hilda Shaffelburg, Scarborough, ON 
Kathleen Small, Fredericton, NB  
Billy Small, Grand Manan, NB 
Lynne & James Smyth, Newmarket, ON 
Evelyn M. Vannier, Grand Manan, NB  
Doreen G. Wallace, Fredericton, NB  
Roy & Kathy Wheeler, Nepean, ON 
Edward Whelpdale, Ottawa, ON 
Jean Yungfleisch, Jericho, VT 
 
The Rotary Club of Grand Manan Island 
Village of Grand Manan 

Volunteers, June 2014-May 2015:  

• Lobster Roll Supper                  • Lighthouse Tours              • Ditch cleanup in North Head 
• Donation boxes and T-shirt, button, postcard, etc. sales in the Welcome Centre, staffed 

by students and volunteers  

Fund-raising Events: June 2014– May 2015 

Ken Ingersoll 
Laurie Murison 
Linda L’Aventure 
James Bates 
John Pattison 
Glenn Foster 
Kirk Cheney  
Sue Stymest 
Carol Green 
Laura Buckley  
Dinah Romig 
Eden Cook  
Tina Ingersoll 
Maureen Goodwin 

Taneisha Goodwin 
Emmy Greenlaw 
Megan Greenlaw 
Alexandre Banks 
Sue McCulley 
Clyde McCulley  
MJ Edwards 
Wayne Clifford 
Leah Ingersoll 
Alexis Phillips 
Svein Sveinson 
Hallie Bass 
Bev Joy 
Alice Small 

Other Support: 
 

We were the recipients of funds from the Grand Manan Rotary  through their Win Win 
Lottery in the summer of 2014 and again in the spring of 2015. 

Thanks also to those who donated material, worked or were otherwise involved in the fund 
raising activities (lobster roll supper, music, ditch cleanup), and, of course, those who 
attended the events.  They would not have been successful without everyone’s support.  
We also appreciate our neighbours for their support. 

We also appreciate the dedication of the paid contractors and their assistants who worked 
on our projects. 

In-Kind, June 2014-May 2015:   

IN MEMORIAM  
 

Basil Small 
 

Cornelius Anderson 
Silber 

 

Eugene Gillies  
 

Jack Mersereau 
 

Mike Vannier 
 

IN RECOGNITION 
 

Laurie and Gabriel 

Grants: June 2014– May 2015 

Inn at Whale Cove Cottages  
Hole-in-the-Wall Campground 

G. M. Atlantic Save Easy 
Nick Green        Glenn Foster             

Deane Griffin      Walter Wilson 
Cecilia Bowden 

Peter & Marilyn Cronk     
Linda L’Aventure 
Before the Mast 

Tom Murison       Richard Cronk  
Mary McClintock       Dale Brown 

Raymond Perringer 
NB Power  

Dorothy McLaughlin 
Sara McLaughlin 
Tom Murison 
Ben Cohen-Murison 
Tom & Ann Wetzel 
Sharon Johnston 
Andrew Jones  
Mitchell Brown 
John McDonald 
Tristan Flagg 
Jayman Harris 
 
(Please forgive us if 
we missed anyone) 

SEED 
Regional 
Development Corporation 
Exhibit Renewal (Dept.. 
Tourism, Culture & Heritage) 

 
 

Atlantic Canada Opportunity Agency 
Young Canada Works 
Canada Summer Placement  

 

Fundy 
Community 
Foundation  


